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Kalamazoo Wraps News

IMPROVING LIVES THROUGH COLLABORATION

April/May 2009

Join Us On May 8, at the Kalamazoo Wraps 4th annual

National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day Carnival!

The 4th annual Kalamazoo Wraps National
Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day

Carnival will take place on
Friday, May 8! Jalgnigzs Wraps
+ KalamaZOO Wl’apS Kids! Bring your families to celebrate at the...
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Kalamazoo Wraps

“It’s not just a phase.”
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Our Vision: To Improve The Lives of Youth With Serious Emotional Disturbances (SED) And

JOIN US
MAY 8, FOR
KALAMAZOO
WRAPS’

4TH ANNUAL
NATIONAL
CHILDREN’S
MENTAL
HEALTH
AWARENESS
DAY
CARNIVAL!

Parent Involvement
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0 To empower parents
to provide input into Kalamazoo Wraps, so
together we can enhance the quality of life

Youth Voice
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for our youth, families and community.
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*Check out page 5 for feedback from
the community training that PAG hosted
on “Conflict Resolution™!
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Calling All Youth

For more information about Calling All
Youth, please contact Mackenzie Hunter at
mackenzieh@askforkids.org or 343-5896.



The Lives Of Their Families So That They Have The Opportunity To Reach Their Full Potential.

Evaluation
Our evaluation activities and results are getting attention here in Kalamazoo and around the nation!
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Feb 2009: Child and Adolescent Functional Assessment Scale: Who We Serve and Behavioral Outcomes. In general,
youth functioning is improving over time.

Jan 2009: School Performance, Attendance, and Disciplinary Action: Change over Time for Kalamazoo Wraps Youth.
Suspensions dropped substantially over one year!

Jan 2009: Positive Behavior and Literacy Supports: Status Report on Implementation and Outcomes. The average
reading fluency score in grades one through five all increased from 2005 to 2008.

Dec 2008: Living Situation Stability: Change Over Time for Kalamazoo Wraps Youth. Living situations are becoming
much more stable over time!
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% Kalamazoo Wraps % Save the Date!
o Becoming an Advocate for Your Cause
Tuesday, April 7th 5:30 — 8:30 PM
5116 Bronson Gilmore Center
+
511) ( 8 Kalamazoo Wraps and Michigan’s
, "ol " Children invite you to attend this exciting
: 3 training event.
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Are you interested in becoming an advocate

for a cause you believe in?

Would you like to learn to speak more
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persuasively and effectively”
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April/May Community Calendar
April

Tuesday, April 7, 5:30 p.m.—8:30 p.m. “Becoming A Voice for Your Cause”
( ( Michigan’s Children

e Are you interested in becomlng an advocate for a cause you believe in?
o Would you like to learn to speak more persuasively and effectively?

Kalamazoo Wraps Michigan’s Children D+F : D - :
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For questions, or to register, please contact Rebecca Clore, Community Trainer, of KCMHSAS, at
rclore@kazoocmh.org or phone 269-553-8110.

% 0 Kalamazoo Community Mental Health & Substance Abuse Services
(KCMHSAS), Kalamazoo Wraps, Voices for Michigan’s Children, the Parent Advisory Group, Western Michigan
University, and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

May Is Mental Health Awareness Month!

Frlday, May 8, 9:30 am—11:00 am, KCMHSAS Annual Mental Health Breakfast 8
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Friday, May 8, 4 pm—7 pm
The 4th annual Kalamazoo Wraps National Children’s Mental Health

Awareness Day Carnival!

Open to the public and completely free of charge. Bring the entire family and all your friends to
the Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds between 4:00 and 7:00 p.m., and celebrate children’s mental
health. Enjoy free hotdogs, cotton candy and popcorn. There will be entertainment, music,
games, prizes, and many opportunities for youth and families to learn about the services
available to them within our system of care.

With questions, or to volunteer to work at the carnival, please contact Renee Huff, KCMHSAS,
rhuff@kazoocmh.org or phone 269-553-8123.
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Cultural & Linguistic Competence
Post-Racist America Is Not Yet A Reality
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« The median net worth of Caucasians is more than 10 times that of African Americans.
e African Americans make up 13% of the U.S. population, but they only own 3% of the assets.

e In 2005/6 Education rates for Males in Michigan revealed that only 33% of African American Males gradu-
ate from High School as compared to 74% of Caucasian Males.

e The Michigan Median Incomes in 2002 for Caucasians was $46,838 and $31,015 for African Americans.
e In Michigan, African Americans are more likely to be uninsured (18.3%) than any other segment.

e In 2002 in the U.S., 8% of Caucasians live in poverty, as compared to 22% of Latinos and 24% of African

Americans.
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The Parent Advisory Group (PAG) held its first public training session in December, on the topic of “Conflict
Resolution”. Presenters on the topic were Barry Burnside and Wanda Joseph of Gryphon Place. The training was
open to the public and free to attend. As a result, the event was very well attended and a great success! Out of the
27 evaluations completed by participants after the training, the following six questions were answered with a
majority of ‘agree’ or ‘strongly agree’:

¢“| can use what | learned in my regular practices.”

¢“The handouts for the training were helpful.”

¢“The speakers kept my attention.”

e“Questions were answered adequately.”

¢“This training improved my understanding of the parent’s and/or youth’s point of view.”

*“| would recommend this training to others.”
PAG will be conducting more trainings in the future. We will keep you posted!




News You Need
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For more details, please visit this link: http://www.touretteconference.com/Tourette-singlepages.pdf

Those of us involved in Kalamazoo Wraps truly enjoy telling the community about this tremendous
opportunity to improve the way mental health services are provided for youth with serious emotional
disturbance and their families. Below are some of the most frequently asked questions we receive.

What is Kalamazoo Wraps? & # O ! !
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April/May Word Scramble

May 8, 2009 is National Children’s Mental Health Awareness Day
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1. Bcunoy tlsaeCs 11.amsGe
2. toCotn nadCy 12.Pzsrie
3. otH sgDo 13.aPetrsn
4. erFe 14.otYuh
5. uciMs 15.emliFasi
6. ginncDa 16.llanoBo smliAna
7. rtaEinnenemtt 17.Aenvtdure pruGo
8. nFu 18.KSA
9. pPocnro 19.SSMCKHA
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National Lhildren’s Mental Health Awareness Pay &
CARNIVAL! .
Fritlay, May 8, 2009, 4-7:00 p.m., Kalamazoo County Fairgrounds, 2900 Lake Street *".
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Come Have Fun And Bring Your Friends!
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