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Positive Behavior and Literacy Supports - A Parent’s Perspective

By Sandy Roethler

Last year | had the opportunity to
enroll my son in a school that had
been trained and wusing Positive
Behavior & Literacy Supports (PBLS),
for six vyears. He had been very
reluctant to attend school at all, and
in fact, my husband and | were
attempting to home-school him. He
had a lot of anxiety about school and
bad feelings about himself, because
of his experiences at school.

After taking a training about PBLS, | told my husband
| thought this might work well for our son. We all — my
husband, my son and | — met with the principal and a
team of the staff at the new school. The meeting went
beautifully. My son, who was entering sixth grade,
advocated for himself in ways | never dreamed he
would be able. My husband and | exchanged
surprised glances several times throughout the meeting
upon hearing his insightful thoughts, questions and
suggestions. | think the reason he was able to provide
his ideas, was because the school staff took him
seriously and treated him as a respected member of
the team. We were off on the right foot, for sure.

The year was amazing. Comparing the achievements
and teachers’ comments about my son from the
previous year (at a non-PBLS school} to the new one
were unbelievable — as if we were comparing two
different children. His reading score improved by
three grade levels in two months! | received only six
phone calls by the end of the school year, and four of
them were to brag about something he had done well
or right. | could not believe we were talking about the
same boy.

The day my son told me he loved school, | knew
something was really different, and really right about
this place, and about Positive Behavior & Literacy
Supports. For the first time the teachers and the
support staff saw the child that | saw when | looked at
him, instead of seeing a behavior problem who

needed more punishment. He was
flourishing, and his behavior and
attitude improved at home as well.
Last year was his best year of school
ever, and hecause of that year, for
the first time, | think he has a chance
of actually graduating high school.

Positive Behavior & Literacy Supports
did something for my child that no
amaunt of my positive parenting was
able to do. He learned that he had
strengths along with his challenges,
that he had intelligence along with his learning
struggles, that he could make friends despite his rough
edges. PBLS helped my son see that he was
worthwhile to someone other than his mother, and that
has made all the difference.

Sandy Roethler is the Executive Director of Advocacy
Services for Kids (ASK), as well as Principal
Investigator for Kalamazoo Wraps.

Sandy has first hand knowledge of our system of care
in Kalamazoo, from years of personal experience.
She also has the experience of being a service
provider at ASK,

Her unique perspective makes her an excellent
resource of information and support for parents at
ASK, and through her work with the Kalamazoo
Wraps initiative.

Exciting and positive changes are taking place in

Kalamazoo, because parents like Sandy have become
involved and have made their voices heard.

We need more parents like Sandy, who care about
our community’s children, and want to improve the
services offered and the way those services are
provided, for children and families in Kalamazoo.

If you'd like to be a part of improving our system of
care, please call ASK at 269-343-5896, and leam how you

can make a difference in the lives of families here in
Kalamazool!
























